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The newsletter of HULA Animal Rescue 

Special Open Days 
2013 

13th January ~ New Year 
Get Together 
 
10th February ~  
Valentineôs Open Day 
 
10th March - Bunny 
Bonanza & Spring Open 
Day 
 
7th April ~ Easter 
Eggstravaganza 
 
12th May ~ Fun Dog Show 
and Anniversary 
Celebrations 
 
9th June ~ Purrrrfect Open 
Day 
 
14th July ~ Childrenôs Open 
Day 
 
11th August ~ Summer 
Open Day 

Winter 2012 Home for Unwanted and Lost Animals 

Dear HULA supporter, 

We wish to thank you for your tremendous support during our 40th Anniversary 
year.  The turn out at fundraising events is growing month on month and without 
you we simply could not survive.   

HULA provides a vital service to the local community in helping both animals and 
their owners when they are in need.  The number of animals successfully rehomed 
this year has increased however our waiting lists grow ever longer.  With more 
animals to care for we have bigger veterinary bills so we say a very sincere thank 
you for your generosity in supporting HULA to help animals. 

Next year will see exciting developments at the Centre.  We have been very lucky 
to secure funding grants to build external runs to our kennels.  Iôm sure you will all 
agree this is a very welcome improvement for our canine guests. 

With best wishes from everyone at HULA and we look forward to seeing you 

in 2013! 

A message from resident Frankie 

 

Well I have been at HULA for nearly a year now and in 
that time I have seen lots of changes both to my sty and 
other enclosures.  They now hide my food around my sty 
so that I have to sniff it out .  Apparently this is more like 
my natural behaviour although personally I think being 
hand fed my favourite food is more than natural enough 
for me!   

I have also discovered that the staff at HULA like to give 
me a brush now and again so I let themé.truth be known 
I enjoy it really. 

They have taught me to sit and open my mouth wide for 
apples, something to do with making their job easier if I have to see the vet (donôt 
they know I am the picture of piggy health!  Well I eat veg and I am completely off 
the chocolate now). 

Two girls have moved in next door called Flossie & Smudge.  They make enough 
noise for ten pigs but they are good looking so I donôt mind them disturbing my 
beauty sleep. 

Well, all I have left to say is thank you to everyone at HULA who wait on me 
hoof and trotter but if you could have a word with the neighbours about the noise I 
would be grateful. 

Frankie (the pig) 

HULAé. 

 

¶ Has re-homed many 
thousands of animals 
since 1972 

 

¶ Microchips, worms and 
vaccinates all its animals 

 

¶ Never puts an animal to 
sleep unless for physical 
or psychological reasons 
and after taking medical 
advice 

 

¶ Helps animals and their 
owners 

 

¶ Receives no funds from 
government 

 

¶ Relies on volunteers 
 

¶ Serves Milton Keynes, 
Beds., Bucks and 
Northants 
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A few of  our 2012 

guests now 

successfully rehomed 

HULA Founder  CECIL SCHWARTZ  MRCVS 

 
Many of HULAôs long time supporters will know that 40 years ago 
Cecil refused to euthanase pets brought to him because their 
owners were flying from Luton Airport on one of the recently 
introduced package deal holidays. 
 
Cecil and his wife Margaret (nee Williams) took the animals in and cared for them.  
Space became quickly filled at their home and the search for a site to open a 
sanctuary began and ended at Aspley Guise. 
 
Cecil and Margaret enlisted the support of a number of others who worked 
tirelessly to turn the vision into reality. A registered Charity was established in 1972 
and Cecil became the Charityôs Honorary Technical Director in an unpaid capacity.   
 
In the early years following the opening of the Sanctuary most of the veterinary 
medicines needed were donated by Cecilôs private practice.  Later on the Charity 
was able through Cecil to order and pay for its pharmaceuticals on its own account 
at wholesale prices creating huge cost savings.  Cecil on many occasions made 
donations for, or purchased or obtained various materials, equipment, animal foods 
and fodder needed for the care of the animals. 
 
Before HULA came about, Cecil had been very active in the field of animal welfare.  
The details are long and varied but a few of the entries from his biography are 
listed here:- 
 

¶ Army Carrier Pigeons Service providing communications for Home Guard 
units in Norfolk 

¶ Royal Army Veterinary Corps with involvement in the husbandry and training 
of horse and mules.  Also as a Trainer at the War Dogs Training School in 
Middlesex. 

¶ Served in Egypt and Palestine and then in the Sudan Service Corps (Animal 
Transport). 

¶ Was a founder of the University of Glasgow Animal Welfare Society 

¶ Presented a paper at the óWorld Conference for Animal Welfareô at the 
Hague, Netherlands in 1950 calling for the establishment of a practical 
international body to monitor animal welfare matters across national 
boundaries.  Subsequently The World Federation for the Protection of 
Animals (WFPA)  was founded by organisations from many countries 
participating in that Conference and Cecil was appointed a Founder-Member 
of its Council.   

¶ Qualified from the óGlasgow University Veterinary Schoolô, Scotland in 1952 

¶ Appointed as Honorary Secretary-General of the international non-
governmental organisation the World Federation for the Protection of Animals 

¶ In 2002 Cecil celebrated 50 years as a statutory registered veterinary surgeon 
in general practice. To honour the 
occasion, two Horse Chestnut trees 
were planted in the paddock by Sir 
Samuel Whitbread and his wife Lady 
Jane. Cecil requested that one of the 
trees should be in memory of his wife 
Margaret in recognition of her tireless 
devotion to the creation and 
development of HULA. 

 
Now 92 years old Cecil continues to show a 
passionate interest in animal welfare. 
 
So we say ñThank you to Cecil Schwartz MRCVS, Saint Francis has surely 
got your number!ò! 

HULA currently recycles 

the following items to 

raise funds:- 

¶ Used stamps 

¶ Mobile phones 

¶ Used printer 

cartridges 

¶ Tin foil & crushed 

aluminium cans 

¶ Clean plastic bottle 

tops 

Please drop items off 

at the rescue centre. 

Help the environment 

and help the HULA 

animals too! 

1972 to 2012 
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HULA Classifieds 

 

New and used 

second hand 

equipment for sale.  

All proceeds for 

HULA. 

 

www.boatshopuk.co.uk/

hulaclassifieds.php 

There are so many 
ways to keep in 
touch with all things 
HULA and get 
involved.  

Our website is 
updated daily and 
why not join our 
Facebook page? 

http://
www.facebook.com/
hulaanimalrescue  

 

 

or follow us on 
Twitter 
https://twitter.com/
#!/hularescue 

A dogôs work is never doneé. 

At HULA we work to ensure that long stay dogs have extra time out of their 

kennels by spending time in the office.  This gives them a break from kennel life, 

more company and interaction with people.  It also keeps the staff on their toes! 

Cara is a petite white Staffordshire bull terrier who did not 

settle well in the kennel environment.  Cara showed 

separation related behaviour and spending any time alone 

was a huge challenge for her.  She was a delight to have 

around, greeting people happily and politely and spending 

most of her day snoozing on her bed.  Spending time in the 

office meant she had to get used to people being in and out 

and short periods of time alone. At first she would panic 

when left, howl, scratch the door and make escape attempts.  

After a little while she realised that people would always 

return and her periods alone gradually increased. 

Our next office dog was a little guy named Woody.  He had been at HULA for 

some time and this could have been due to his issues around 

other dogs (he liked to bark as soon as he saw them and this 

was something we had to work on over time).  Woody was very 

active in his kennel and was losing weight and showing signs of 

stress so he was introduced to the office and to a crate to 

encourage him to settle.  It went very well and he soon secured 

his loving forever home. 

Sasha then walked in to our lives.  Well, I say walked, it may be 

more accurate to say she crashed in and thoroughly left her 

mark!  Sasha arrived grossly overweight tipping the scales at 

more than 58 kilograms.  She had been very much loved by her previous owner 

(loved a little too much).  Sasha found life in kennels tough.  She was lucky 

enough to find two foster homes that cared for her 

until she lost enough weight to try kennels again. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Lynne and 

Liz for giving her space on their settees.  Once 

some weight was off and she came back to HULA 

Sasha spent her days in the office with Heather and 

Sue (who were soon well trained in where to store 

and eat their lunches having lost a few to her!). The 

weight came off steadily and the more she lost the 

more her personality bloomed.  Sasha went off to 

her new home in October and has settled in 

brilliantly. Her new dad is a personal trainer and 

nutritionist so he knows all about getting her in to 

perfect shape. 

The HULA office dogs illustrate how we try to offer each animal in our care a 

bespoke package relating to their needs. Other examples would be nervous dogs 

watching the world go by from a bench outside reception and being rewarded for 

quiet behaviour, dogs that are too stressed for a kennel reside in a more home 

like environment in our surgery building, we even currently have an overweight 

bunny on a special exercise programme. 

Heather Wren 

http://www.facebook.com/hulaanimalrescue
http://www.facebook.com/hulaanimalrescue
http://www.facebook.com/hulaanimalrescue
https://twitter.com/#!/hularescue
https://twitter.com/#!/hularescue
http://www.boatshopuk.co.uk/hulaclassifieds.php
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Fund raising ï an ongoing effort 

Fund raising is vital to HULA and two major sources are through our open days 

and outside events.  Roy and Hazel Mather are two of the many volunteers who 

work tirelessly to fundraise through the seasons, come rain or shine.  Roy took 

a break from preparing for their next venture to give an excellent summary here 

of fundraising events over the year.  

Open Days are held every month, irrespective of weather conditions and on 

some of those days the weather has been positively awful making it very 

uncomfortable for the volunteers who man a stall.  Fortunately rain and cold 

doesnôt deter our staunch supporters from the public who turn up at HULA on a 

regular basis. Two dog shows were held at the May and September events with 

many entries and provided a good time for owners, their dogs as well as the 

spectators.  A Dog Agility Ring will be an additional attraction at these same two 

open days in 2013. 

Away from HULA, various events have been attended .The build-up to 

Christmas 2011 was heralded by a team of volunteers helping to sell Car Raffle 

Tickets in Central Milton Keynes.  HULA receives 50% of the money that we 

raise.  We had a further presence in Central Milton Keynes, for four days at the  

Lifestyle Show in February and again in October 2012.  HULAôs stall was 

manned throughout thanks to a well organised team of helpers.  Wyevale 

Garden Centre in Woburn Sands invited us to attend their Pet Awareness 

Month in April.  HULA dogs have attended some events resulting in two 

adoptions (Buddy and Jax).  Hazel and I have been out and about to twelve 

locations, from Billing (Northampton), Bletchley and Bedford and places in 

between, with our camper van fully loaded.  In addition to raising funds it is a 

good way of raising public awareness. 

ñSound Checkò, an easy listening music group, have generously put on two 

performances in aid of HULA  in September 2011 and again in November 2012. 

Tombolas have been organised for over 40 events during the year with prizes 

donated by supporters. Please keep them coming!  Other funds have been 

raised with used postage stamps, clean tin foil, clean plastic bottle tops, and 

used printer ink cartridges.  These can be left in the container outside reception, 

or inside if it is full. 

Catering at our monthly open days are very dependent on the generous 

donations of cakes, savouries and rolls from our volunteers. 

The Shop in Woburn Sands is a good source of income to us, and items of 

clothing, shoes and bric-a-brac in good condition can either be taken there or to 

the sanctuary.  Clean, non-usable clothing and bedding can also be sold as 

rags. 

New faces and ideas are always welcomed by the fund raising team, so if you 

would like to help, please give your name into the office and someone will 

contact you. 

A huge vote of thanks to everyone who has helped in any way with 

Fund Raising in the past.  Keep up the good work, so that HULA 

can carry on into the future. 

Roy Mather 

every penny counts! 

Donations online 

Send a text 

message 

containing the 

words HULA40 

followed by the 

amount you wish 

to donate  

e.g. HULA40 Ã10 

and send to 70070 

aƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

 

There are many ways 

to donate, here are a 

few of them. 

 

Online donations 

save HULA a lot of 

administration time 

and money because 

the Gift Aid is 

processed 

automatically and 

paid to HULA far 

more swiftly 

 

Links to all the on-line 

sites may be found 

on the HULA website  

www.hularescue.org 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1001523
http://www.justgiving.com/hulaanimalrescue
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Forever Homes 

Found 

HULA Heroes 

HULA Supporters have been going the extra mile to raise 
much needed funds for us in 2012.  Here is a special mention 

and THANK YOU to some of them. 

 

Angela Frost of T-Systems 
who held a fun Bake Off 
Challenge 

Members of the FreshFit Gym in Milton Keynes took 

part in the Spartan Challenge 

Claire Dennaford-Smith even jumped out of a 

plane! 

A group of staff from the Ramada Encore hotel took part in the Newport Muster 

(an annual festival of walks around Newport Pagnell). 

 

We are always thrilled when we hear of these special fund raising events 
and are so grateful for the fantastic money raised for HULA.  If you are 
thinking of a special challenge please do let us know so that we can 
promote your event at the centre and on our Facebook page and website. 

Working with other rescues 

Some HULA staff recently took a trip to the Wood Green animal charity centre in 

Cambridgeshire to meet with their management team and have a look around their 

Centre.  They were really impressed with the site and after looking around have 

come back with a few ideas to improve life for some of our animals.  For example, 

we are now setting up a Hula supporter program, which will be used with stressed 

animals who need a little bit of extra support. 

We are starting the program with Petal.  She is a beautiful and strong minded cat 

who can be a little temperamental.  Laura Randall, one of our animal welfare 

assistants, will be the first one to try the program.   

Laura will spend time with Petal in a positive way using 

toys and treats, she will pick a word to say to her every 

time she uses positive reinforcement, this word has to 

be completely random so that Petal cannot associate 

this with any other word she may have heard in her 

past.   

Hopefully Petal will be socializing more very soon. 
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Cats and dogs 
undergo an 
assessment 
procedure from the 
day after they arrive.  

 

The assessment 

allows us to get to 

know the animal and 

their behaviours.  A 

dog will do 5-10 

days and a cat 

would usually do 5 

days, unless they 

have signs of 

behavioural 

problems, then the 

assessment maybe 

longer. 

 

While an animal is 

on assessment they 

cannot be reserved 

as we are still 

finding out what 

home they need. 

  

Once the 

assessment is 

completed they will 

be placed on the 

website and have a 

personal profile 

made for them.   

 

We aim to get the 

best results from our 

assessment 

programs and it 

enables us to match 

the animal to the 

best home. 

Behavioural  

Assessments 

ñJakeôs Progressò 

Jake is an awesome member of our family who is loved by all of us. At first he was a 
bit of a pacer and anxious as you guys were familiar with. However within a month 
he had settled down and started to build up trust with us. At the time he weighed 28-
29kg.  He now weighs a healthy 38kg which I think will be his maintenance weight. 
Jake is fed only natural products (including any treats) and is currently being 
weaned off his high protein diet I put him on to build him up. Occasionally though for 
a treat he will have a fruit ice lolly! 

Jake goes running with me 4-5 times a week and we cover about 16-20 miles.  This 
is about 5am and sometimes he needs a bit of a nudge coz he's so comfy in his 
bed!  When not running we go out usually for an hour or more and we do road, flat/
hill, woodland walks. We now have him out of his cage and he has his own space in 
the corner of the room. J does not go upstairs, grovel or steal food, is a perfect 
house dog and is extremely respectful.  

J has been taught a few tricks/commands such 
as roll over, up (for jumping), can stand on his 
rear legs and rest front paws on outstretched 
arms for a treat. He will also back up (J jumps 
backwards-funny), waits on command and can 
do this on steep steps with gaps between going 
downwards.  Callum my son taught him to jump 
on our trampoline which he loves!  Cal also 
introduced him to our blow up pool and we 
reinforced swimming in a local river.  

J is improving with his prey drive and will respond to the 
ñleave itò command when exposed to other dogs 
however I will not let him off lead unless I'm certain we 
are alone.  J walks fine to heal. When off the lead he 
doesn't travel too far away and recalls averagely well. J 
has walked alongside another dog but with a muzzle. 
Feeding times he leaves the room when we eat and then 
on command either, verbal, whistle (food is 2 flat tones) 
or hand signals will attend in the sit and be fed first by 
hand to reinforce the chew command which he honestly 
does & then wait for my signal to come round me into the 
sit & then watch me before I command to take, you can 

put your hand in the bowl when he eats or if necessary remove him from food. 
These are all non verbal commands nice and calm. If when training with treats I 
have taught him not to take food if dropped in front of him until commanded. He will 
offer a kiss for a treat which Tanya taught him and will gently remove a treat from 
your lips no bigger than a fingernail size. 

In the garden he loves fetch & tug games as well as 
destroying footballs. He will release on command & then is 
rewarded by a bit more play. J will invite the family to play & 
absolutely loves the nylo bones with orange spring in the 
middle, he's on his fifth since March! 

J is up to date on his boosters, worming and is treated with 
advocate every month. I daily check ears, paws, eyes with 
no problem and brush over to check for lumps & bumps. 

J loves the car and has travelled as far as Blackpool no 
problem. So all in all he is settled, has started guarding, will 
surrender his tummy and is just brilliant. 

ñThank you all so much for trusting us with him.ò 
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HULA Animal Rescue 

Glebe Farm 

Salford Road 

Aspley Guise 

MK17 8HZ 

Reg. Charity 1094115 

 

01908 584000 

 

hularescue@tiscali.co.uk 

 

www.hularescue.org 

In case you missed them, here are two of Bridgetôs special photo shoots from 2012 

 

Forever Homes 

Found 

Bridget Davey Photography 

I am a Pet Photographer and owner of two Beagles from Leighton Buzzard and I 
started volunteering at HULA over a year ago.  

I have met so many wonderful dogs and cats during my visits at the Centre, a lot of 
them I will never forget.  It is an honour for me to be part of such a wonderful cause 
and to be able to help through my photography finding the animals a new forever 
home.   

Before working with HULA I had never really met a 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier. I knew all the stories 
about the breed and I have to say I wasnôt too 
keen on them.  Coming to HULA Karina introduced 
me to Mr Seamus and he stole my heart straight 
away. He came to me, sniffed me, licked my hand, 
searched my bag for food and gave me the best 
Staffie smile someone can get.  Since then I al-
ways looking forward visiting him and he knows I 
will have some treats for him in my bag. 

It is hard for me to see the dogs and cats waiting 
in their kennels for someone to take them to their new forever home.  Even though 
everyone at HULA is making them feel loved, itôs just not the same.  They have to 
spend the night alone in their kennel and all they want is to be with their human, 
getting cuddles and sleep on the sofa. 

When I hear some of the heart-breaking stories of the HULA dogs and cats it often 
brings tears to my eyes.  But nothing makes me happier as to hear that one of the 
dogs and cats has been adopted and is now in their forever home. It makes laying 
in the mud and taking ñTHEò Shot, which helped finding a new home, worth while. 

Every dog and cat at HULA has its own story and I am hoping to 
tell a little bit of their story with my photos.  

I want to say a huge thank you to everyone at HULA who helps 
me during the photo shoots. 

Bridget Davey 


